CHAPTER V
THE TREE BLOSSOMS
THE PUBLIC CAREER of Shivaji may be said to have commenced
with the occupation of Torana in 1646, when he was only nineteen
years old, and his life of ceaseless activity was brought to a close
prematurely in 1680. This period of thirty-four years naturally
ranged itself into four divisions of unequal length, which must
be studied apart, as the sphere of activity and the principles of
conduct guiding that activity underwent a slow but decided change
as Shivaji grew up in years and experience. Much confusion has
resulted from ignoring the fact that this career was one of growth
and development, and the rules of action which influenced Shivaji
necessarily varied with the varying exigencies of his success in
the earlier and later stages. In another respect also prejudice has
been at work in applying to the wild times in which Shivaji's early
years were passed the stricter standards of public morality, for
which, even in Europe, modern civilization has only recently
secured general recognition, instead of maxims of policy observed
by contemporary native rulers in India and elsewhere. The Maratha
countr^ proper had never been really conquered by the Moslem
rulers of the Deccan. They had subjugated the plains, but the
hilly portions to the west were only occasionally overrun. The
forts were not garrisoned, nor kept in repair, and the Killedare
who were generally men with local influence, were allowed to
have very much their own way, pushing and jostling each other,
and making wars and annexations as though there were no central
power to control their movements. The looseness of this system
of anarchic rule was further aggravated by the fact that, with the
break-up of the Nizamshahi kingdom, its spoils had been shared
by the Emperors of Delhi and the kings of Bijapur, and the
Maratha country was the constant scene of the border warfare
of these two powers. The ufihappy results of such a confusion of
authority can be better imagined than described. In the first six
years of his career, Shivaji busied himself with his unruly neigh-
bour in command of the hill-forts and Mavals about Poona, and
be had no thought of defying .the distant authority of the Moghul
coiriiBaiKlers at Aurangabad, or of the kings of Bijapur. He had
Ms own Jahagir about Poona and Supa to protect, and he could
only defend it with the least expense of money and men by seizing
or repairing the neglected hill-forts which commanded it on alt,
sides. Besides this immediate and practical concern of self-defence,
Sbivaji had, evsn in these early years of his life, a dominant idea